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Radio Remarks on Read Across
America Day
March 1, 2000

On March 2, volunteers across the country
will celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday by reading
to more than 20 million youngsters in the
third annual Read Across America Day. The
event brings together athletes, entertainers,
and business leaders and others to help
spread the joy of reading to our Nation’s
youth and to ensure that all children develop
the reading skills they need to succeed in
school and in life. I urge all Americans to
participate.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were recorded at
3:45 p.m. on February 25 in the Oval Office at
the White House for later broadcast. This tran-
script was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on March 1. These remarks were
also made available on the White House Press
Office Actuality Line.

Statement on Assistance
to Mozambique
March 1, 2000

This evening I am announcing my inten-
tion to augment substantially U.S. assistance
to flood-ravaged Mozambique, and to ongo-
ing regional efforts to address the emergency
caused by flooding in southern Africa.

The United States has already committed
$12.8 million from the U.S. Agency for Inter-
national Development and the Department
of Defense in support of relief activities. This
includes over $4 million for search and res-
cue air operations and the deployment of a
water rescue team and boats from Metro
Dade, Florida. Already, one U.S. military air-
craft delivered relief supplies to Mozam-
bique today, and a second will shortly arrive
in South Africa. Our assistance also includes
food and funds to support efforts to control
the spread of disease. Other countries are
contributing generously as well. But we can
do more to address the needs of the nearly
one million people who have been displaced
in the region and who face more flooding
in the days to come.

I have approved the deployment of a Joint
Task Force to the region to assist in the relief

effort. The deployment will include six C–
130 support aircraft to deliver relief supplies,
six heavy-lift helicopters to assist in search
and rescue, and small boat search and rescue
capability. The deployments will help sup-
port the relief effort in Mozambique and
elsewhere in the region.

All Americans have been deeply moved by
the tragic events in southern Africa. At the
same time, we have admired the determina-
tion of the governments and people of the
region to meet this challenge. We have also
been gratified by the generous response of
the American people and others in the inter-
national community.

I offer the strong support of the Govern-
ment and the people of the United States
to the people of Mozambique, and all of
southern Africa, and pledge that we will work
with you to address this crisis.

Proclamation 7279—Irish-American
Heritage Month, 2000
March 1, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
More than two centuries ago, our founders

envisioned a new Nation, a land free from
tyranny and filled with opportunity, pros-
perity, and liberty for all. Many Irish people,
faced with severe hardship in their home-
land, embraced the dream of a more prom-
ising future and left behind Ireland’s shores,
their families, and their friends for a new be-
ginning in America. Each year during the
month of March, we celebrate these coura-
geous men and women of Ireland and re-
member with pride their many contributions
to our Nation.

With strength, courage, wit, and creativity,
Irish Americans have flourished in our di-
verse Nation of immigrants. Writers such as
Flannery O’Connor and Eugene O’Neill
have transformed our literature; entre-
preneurs like Henry Ford helped revolu-
tionize American industry; performers such
as Gregory Peck and Helen Hayes have en-
riched the arts; patriots such as Audie
Murphy, our most decorated soldier of
World War II, redefined the meaning of
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courage; and social reformers such as suffra-
gist Leonora Barry and labor organizer Mary
Kenney O’Sullivan fought for the rights of
others. Generations of Irish Americans have
worked alongside their fellow Americans to
build a more perfect Union, and America is
a stronger Nation because of them.

During his visit to Ireland in 1963, Presi-
dent Kennedy reminded us that ‘‘our two na-
tions, divided by distance, have been united
by history.’’ Today, people on both sides of
the Atlantic are united not only by history,
but also once again by a dream of a better
way of life. In the spring of 1998, the people
of Ireland and Northern Ireland sought to
make that dream a reality at home when they
voted overwhelmingly in support of the Good
Friday Accord. America remains committed
to the Irish people as they continue working
to forge a brighter future in their own land.
The road ahead is long, but the promise of
peace is still within reach, and its rewards
are great. This month, as we celebrate Saint
Patrick’s Day and our shared heritage with
Ireland, we remember as well our common
love of liberty, commitment to progress, and
quest for lasting peace, and we look toward
a future as proud as our past.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim March 2000 as
Irish-American Heritage Month. I call upon
all the people of the United States to observe
this month with appropriate ceremonies, pro-
grams, and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of March, in the year
of our Lord two thousand, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America
the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:01 a.m., March 2, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on March 3.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Transmitting a Report on
International Agreements
March 1, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
Pursuant to subsection (b) of the Case-

Zablocki Act, (1 U.S.C. 112b), I hereby trans-
mit a report prepared by the Department of
State concerning international agreements.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With
Respect to Iraq
March 1, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c)
and section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act (IEEPA), 50
U.S.C. 1703(c), I transmit herewith a 6-
month periodic report on the national emer-
gency with respect to Iraq that was declared
in Executive Order 12722 of August 2, 1990.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
March 1, 2000.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on March 2.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the 2000 Trade Policy
Agenda and 1999 Report on the
Trade Agreements Program
March 1, 2000

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 163 of the Trade

Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 2213),
I transmit herewith the 2000 Trade Policy
Agenda and 1999 Annual Report on the


